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	2876 State Highway 11B
Hopkinton, New York  12965
(315) 328-4682

Board of Fire Commissioners Meeting Minutes – November 8, 2022

Present:  Joachim VanElls, Richard Powers, Ernest Wood, Carl Pitts, Rob Stillwell, Sue Wood, 
   Earl McBride
Guest:  Dave Perry, Greg Crump, Steve Parker, Vickie French, Ricky Eakins

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Revisions to the agenda include appointing election inspectors at $70 for three (3) hours and the fall fire district educational seminar.  Richard Powers (Rob Stillwell) moved to approve the additional items to the agenda.  All in favor; motion carried.

Ernest Wood (Richard Powers) moved to approve the minutes from the public hearing held on October 18 with the minor typos corrected (treasurer and amounts) and the regular meeting on October 11.  Also, Richard Powers had voted aye.  All in favor; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:

· National Grid				$201.13
· Charter Communications		$137.97
· MX Fuels				$775.35
· Route 11 Truck Equipment		$4014.24
· NCC Systems				$180.00
· Hero’s Haven				$1675.00
· Joachim VanElls				$16.93
· Susan Wood				$1200.00
· Earl McBride				$100.00
· Community Bank			$2.00
FLBP
· Paradigm				$1500.00
· St. Lawrence County			$525.00
· Brooks Washburn			$364.00
· Community Bank			$2.00

Richard Powers (Rob Stillwell) moved to approve the presented claims for payment.  The Heros Haven bill will be held.  All in favor; motion carried.

Treasurer McBride presented the financial report.  The new balance after payment of presented claims will be $29,069.97.  The petty cash balance is $73.33, equipment reserve is $18,447.81 and the capital reserve is $75,409.88.  The balance for the Firehouse Land and Building Project is $5,164.49.  A reminder that $11,500 is needed to roll over for the 2023 year thereby leaving $17,500 in the general account.

A general 8 year review on the activity on the budget and tax cap and the overrides was held with the comptroller’s office.  A letter will be forthcoming confirming compliance.    Ernest Wood (Rob Stillwell) moved to approve the financial report.  All in favor; motion carried.

Privilege of Floor – Vickie French asked what position is up this year.  A letter of interest should be submitted to the secretary and this will be placed on the website.

Rick Eakins apologized for his previous statement regarding not needing an engineer.  He has spoke with a company, Ithaca Building, and got a price of approximately $700,000 for an 80 x 20 empty shell building.  This included prevailing wages, concrete, insulated with overhead doors and a second story for storage.  It does not include the heating, plumbing or electrical.  The district needs to look at all options.

Correspondence – Joachim VanElls has been trying to get the school tax removed from the property that was purchased.  He has contacted the Real Property Office and they are showing the current station belongs to the town.  He is still looking into this.

Chief’s Report –  Chief Parker reported there are no known, building or mechanical issues to report at this time.  Truck inspections/inventory complete, as well as SCBA Inspections.  One Pack remains out of Service with an unknown error.  Engine/Tanker 49 is back from repair.  There are no other known truck or equipment issues to report at this time.

In October Members Logged 24 man hours responding to calls; 72 man hours of training; 180 man hours spend doing general station work / work details.  Members voted on and passed the membership application of Eric Scovil.  Eric lives on CR 56 and is a transfer from Parishville FD.  Members also voted on and passed the membership application of Grayson Roberts. Grayson lives just outside our district on CR 49.  In house training by various members. Driver. Pump Ops, Exterior FF Ops training was conducted.  DiMarco Consulting training held on Oct 26th; part two will be on Nov 9th.  Topics to include Leadership Development; Team Building; and Resiliency. No PPE or equipment needs at this time.  There are no fundraisers planned at this time (very busy Holiday Season upon us).  We will be assisting with Hopkinton Children’s Christmas Party Drive Thru on Dec 3rd.  The 2022 Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant (DEC) sizes for new Wildland PPE are being collected.  This order will be postponed until after the new year. 
FEMA AFG Application: Was submitted by G&G Consulting 12/17/21- FEMA has started to post awards. As of today we still have not received notification of award or denial.   Hopefully we hear something soon.  AED’s – Gary Sinise Foundation Grant – Unknown Status.
Calls for the Month:
· 10/06/22 – Grass Fire – St. Hwy. 72 near BeeBe Rd, – (14 Members)
· 10/25/22 – Outside Fire – 477 CR 49 - (5 Members)
· 10/30/22 – Lift Asst 777 Converse Rd Mutual Aid TTR – (3 Members) 

New Business – 
· ARPA proposal was submitted.  We should have an answer by the end of the month.
· Joachim VanElls reviewed the open meeting laws regarding the district website.  The resolution has been placed on the website.  Since we have a website, the agenda and minutes need to be posted. He has spoken with the web designer and he is willing to learn how to put these items on.  Steve Parker stated that he felt that Joachim was going behind his back to the designer and these things were already being worked on.  Carl Pitts and Steve Parker will be trained next week. 
· Joachim VanElls would like to purchase a sign board for $229.  The commissioners felt there was no real need for this as there is a board in front of the station.  No action was taken.
· The election for fire commissioner will be held on December 13.  Richard Powers (Ernest Wood) moved to appoint Luanne Crocker and Deborah Bagnato at a cost of $70 for three (3) hours from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. at the town hall.  All in favor; motion carried.
· Joachim VanElls requested permission to attend the Association of Fire District meeting on November 19.  Ernest Wood (Richard Powers) moved to approve the attendance at the meeting.  All in favor; motion carried.
· Carl Pitts (Rob Stillwell) moved to accept the membership of Eric Scovil.  All in favor; motion carried.
· Richard Powers (Ernest Wood) moved to accept the membership of Grayson Roberts.  All in favor; motion carried.
· The Development Authority has given approval to go to the landfill in Massena at a cost of $125/ton.  The revision was sent to the architect.
· The bids will be opened at a public meeting on Thursday at 7:00 p.m. at the town office.

Carl Pitts (Richard Powers) moved to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor; motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Minutes submitted by Sue Wood, Secretary
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