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	2876 State Highway 11B
Hopkinton, New York  12965
(315) 328-4682

Board of Fire Commissioners Meeting Minutes – December 13, 2022

Present:  Joachim VanElls, Richard Powers, Rob Stillwell, Sue Wood, Earl McBride
Absent:   Carl Pitts, Ernest Wood
Guest  Steve Parker, Dave Perry, Peg & Jeff Burnham, Greg Crump, Vickie French

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance.  Richard Powers (Rob Stillwell) moved to accept the agenda as presented.  All in favor; motion carried.

Richard Powers (Rob Stillwell) moved to accept the November 29, 17 and 8th minutes as presented.  All in favor; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:

· National Grid				$189.36
· Charter Communications		$137.97
· Gregory Healey MD			$125.00
· DiMarco Consulting Group		$600.00
· North Country This Week		$205.96
· Jerome Fire Equipment			$995.28
· Diamond Propane			$343.23
· AFDSNY					$300.00
· St. Lawrence Supply			$128.07
· Earl McBride				$100.00o
· Brooks Washburn Architects		$1870.23
· Young Fenton Kelsey Brown		$1563.00
· Community Bank			$2.00

A request was made to hold the St. Lawrence Supply invoice.  Rob Stillwell (Richard Powers) moved to approve payment of presented claims.  All in favor; motion carried.

Treasurer McBride reported a balance of $25,943.10 after payment of presented claims.  A purchase of $26.99 was made for ink from petty cash leaving a balance of $46.34.  The capital reserve balance is $18,447.81; the capital fund balance is $409.88.  A transfer of $75,000 was made to the FLBP fund giving a balance of $76,729.26.  Richard Powers (Rob Stillwell) moved to accept the treasurer report.  All in favor; motion carried.

Correspondence – none

Chief’s Report – Chief Parker reported there are no known building or mechanical issues to report.  Truck inspections/inventory were completed.  SCBA inspections are complete, with one pack still out with an unknown error.  Members logged in 15 man hours responding to calls, 24 man hours of training, and 48 man hours of general station work.  Members voted and accepted the RAM membership of Alexys Bond.  Resignations were submitted and accepted from Daisy Liebfred and Brian Lanning.

In house training by various members were held to include Driver, Pump Operations and Exterior & Interior Firefighting Operations.  With the recent addition of new members an order for hoods, gloves flashlights, etc. will need to be placed.  The department is currently using older gear donated by other departments.  A personal inventory will be conducted, and a list of needs generated in the first quarter of 2023.  A Safety Compliance audit was recently held by St. Lawrence County.  There were a few minor infractions which involved policies that need to be in place.  The Chief will generate the required policies and pass along to the commissioners for review.

New wildland gear was proposed with the DEC grant.  However, at a recent fire there was a failure  of the couplings on the booster hose on E41.  Therefore, a request to propose replacing the booster lines.  Pricing will be forthcoming.  There is still no word on the FEMA or the Gary Sinise Foundation grants.

Calls for the month:

· 11/1/22	3108 State Highway 11B – Vehicle fire				10 members
· 11/6/22	1576 County route 55 – Mutual Aid (Nicholville)			5 members
· Wildland fire
· 11/10/22	Elliott Road/St. Hwy 11B – Control burn (stand down)		9 members
· 11/14/22	County Route 56/St. Hwy 72 – Structure fire (unfounded)	10 members
· 11/28/22	461 County Route 51 – Mutual Aid (Nicholville)			13 members
· Structure fire
A question was asked if the department is set up for vehicle electric fires.  Training has been taken for extrication but not for fires.

Rob Stillwell (Richard Powers) moved to accept the Chief’s report.  All in favor; motion carried.

New Business

· Rob Stillwell (Richard Powers) moved to approve the RAM membership of Alexys Bond.  All in favor; motion carried.
· Richard Powers (Rob Stillwell) moved to approve the resignations of Daisy Liebfred and Brian Lanning.  All in favor; motion carried.
· Richard Powers (Rob Stillwell) moved to have the end of year meeting held on Tuesday, December 27 at 7:00 p.m.  Any remaining funds over $11,500 will be put in the capital reserve account.  All in favor; motion carried.

Old Business

· Representatives met at the new property on Friday regarding the progress on the demolition.  The fence and gravel has been installed.  The house has been knocked down and the trees removed.
· The waste was taken to Franklin County as the Massena location could not handle the larger truck.  The tipping fee is $100/ton.  A change order should be done on this.  Greg Crump asked why this was taken to Malone without prior approval.  He also stated that not one stone was salvaged.  The contractor did not follow the procedure so what else will he not  follow.  Someone needs to be there when the contractor backfills or it will not be done correctly.
· It was clarified that the stone needs to be carefully salvaged.

Joachim VanElls (Richard Powers) moved to approve taking the waste from the demolition project to the Franklin County landfill and not to exceed a cost of $100/ton tipping fee.  All in favor; motion carried.

Richard Powers (Joachim VanElls) moved to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor; motion carried.

Minutes submitted by Sue Wood, Secretary
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