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Hopkinton, New York  12965
(315) 328-4682


Hopkinton Board of Fire Commissioners
May 12, 2026 Minutes

Present:  Dave Perry, Ernest Wood, Tim Helfter, Jim Lyon, Sue Wood
Absent:   Rob Stillwell, Carl Pitts
Guest:    Will Votra, Dick Eakins, Susan Lyon, Vickie French


The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Perry, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Tim Helfter (Ernest Wood) moved to approve the agenda as presented.  All in favor; motion carried.

Tim Helfter (Ernest Wood) moved to approve the May minutes as presented.  All in favor; motion carried.

The following claims were presented for payment:

General Account:

·  NBT					Service Charge			$10.00
· National Grid				Electricity			$353.74
· Charter Communications		internet/phone			$317.83
· James Lyon				Treasurer Fee			$150.00
· Hopkinton-Ft. Jackson Fire		traffic control/supplies		$1,488.56
· Jock Pest Control							$120.00

Firehouse Project

· Next Era Contracting			payment #1			$31,741.00
· NBT					Service Charge			$6.46
· LaBella Associates			Architect			$5,722.20

A question was asked regarding the LaBella invoice.  The breakdown is listed on the actual voucher.  Ernest Wood (Tim Helfter) moved to approve payment of presented claims.  All in favor; motion carried.

Treasurer Lyon presented the financial report as follows:

General Account:

· * NBT Checking			$349.16
· * NBT Savings			$88,523.45

Firehouse Land and Building Project:

· NBT Checking			$587.10
·  NBT Savings			$840,267.41
· Petty cash			$144.57
· Capital Reserve			$64,078.13
· Equipment Reserve		$47,650.58

Tim Helfter (Ernest Wood) moved to approve the financial report.  All in favor; motion carried.  A question was asked if the paperwork has been submitted for reimbursement from the grant. Reimbursement request will be submitted this week. It was also noted that the audit is almost complete.

Correspondence:  

· There is an opening for a Regional Director for Region 11 through the Association of Fire Districts
· The annual Chief's show is scheduled for June 10-13 in Syracuse at the On Center

Privilege of Floor - none

Chief's Report:

William Votra reported there are no known building or mechanical issues to report.  Truck inspections/inventory were completed.  SCBA inspections were completed.  A few things are being fixed on Marine 17 and should be launched soon.  A new engine is being purchased by a resident in Lake Ozonia.  In April, members logged in 42 man-hours responding to calls; 52 man-hours of training and 80 man-hours of general station work/work details.

Training for May included flowing water through all the dry hydrants, pumping water through the trucks and driver training.  Tri Town Rescue did not have an interest in partnering with DiMarco Consulting.  A request is being made for the district to cover the full fee of $1,000  

Equipment needed:

· (6) rechargeable batteries and charger for SCBA were received
· MSA Quick Fill hose received
· Multi Gas Detection Meter has been received

Fundraisers include a chicken barbeque on May 17th, a ATV poker run on August 20 and the Color Run and Arts in the Park on June 13.  The past Members breakfast was a success.

Calls for the Month:

· 4/2		Tri Town Lift Assist 	(2853 St hwy 11B)		4 members
·  4/14		CPR in progress		(739 Converse)			3 members
· 4/18		Tri Town Life Assist 	(2853 St Hwy 11B)		3 members
·  4/22		Tri Town Life Assist	(50 Elliott Road)			3 members
·  4/25		MVA 			(523 Converse Road)		5 members
·  4/28		Outside Fire 		(351 Converse)			8 members
·  4/29		MVA 			(2761 St hwy 11B)		7 members

Ernest Wood (Tim Helfter) moved to approve the Chief's report.  All in favor; motion carried.

Tim Helfter (Ernest Wood) moved to approve a payment to DiMarco Consulting for $1000.  All in favor; motion carried.

New Business:

· an insurance claim has been submitted for the incident on the Converse Road (key broke).  The claim should be kept open in case future issues with the transmission. 

Old Business:

· Firehouse update - a new Form E is being submitted with the updated changes
· The garage door openers was an add-on item.  Discussion was held on the current cost.  As this was not included in the original bid, it will need to be advertised for quotes.
· The project was verbally shut down due to a non-permit from DOT.  Discussion was held on why this wasn't handled by LaBella and they should be responsible for reimbursing for the error. Sue Wood volunteered to contact Senator Stec's office for assistance.  The district’s attorney should also be contacted. Tim Helfter (Ernest Wood) moved to approve contacting Senator Stec and the attorney.  All in favor; motion carried. 
· A fuel depot is also needed after the project is completed.  The application has been submitted but need to chose a spot.  Kunoco has advertised a special on this so they will be contacted.  It was asked why the local store couldn't be used for this purpose.  The district is able to purchase through state pricing and the store being closed in the middle of the night.

NexEra submitted an invoice for $17,717.50 for supplies that came in after the vouchers were completed.  Tim Helfter (Ernest Wood) moved to approve payment.

Tim Helfter (Ernest Wood) moved to adjourn the meeting.  All in favor; motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m.

Minutes submitted by Sue Wood, Secretary.
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